2244

of the ease has not been tonched upon
by opponents of the veport. They have
simply endeavoured in a somewhat futile
manner to repudiate the alleged ille-
wality of the retirement of Mr, Gale, I
hope the report will be adopied.

Question put and passed; the repori
adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message received notifying that the
amendment requested by the Couneil had
been made.

In Commitlee, elcetera.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
‘W, Xingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
{Seerctary in clarge of the Bill,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported, and the report adopted.

Read a third lime and pussed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew, Cenfral) [5.20]: 1 move—
That the House at its vising adjourn
until Tuesday, 16th November, al 3
vclock, p.m.
Question. passed.

Mouse adjourned al 530 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minisier for Mines: Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage De-
pariment report for year ended 30th
June, 1915,

By the Minister for Works: 1, Gaols
Department, report for Lhe year 1914.
2, Regulations under Health Aet. 3,
Resolutions adopting model by-laws un-
der Health Act by (a) Bridgetown, (b)
Peak Hill, (e) Cottesloe Beach, (d)
Gosnells. '

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s further requested amendment.

Order of the Day read for the econ-
sideration of the Coungil's further re-
quested amendment: “Add to the Title
the following words, ‘and the Land Aect,
1898 »

Mr., SPEAKER: This Message is a
matler entirely in the Assembly’s hands,
but T desire to state my opinion from the
Chair, because I do not want it to go
forth as a precedent for fulure guidance
that the Chair is inconsistent in its deci-
sions. In my opinion, the amendment
fdesired by the Tlegislative Couneil is not
necessary. If it were necessary, the Bill
would not be properly introduced and
would be dead. The Bill provides for an
Aet to amend the Industries Assistance
Act, 1915. The Bill which was introduced
inlo this House, and which the Upper
Honse deems it necessary fo cover by an
amendment of the Tiile, is completely in
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order, and therefore, in my opinion, this
amendment is not necessary. I siate my
¢pinion, because the acceptance of the
amcndment may be sef up as a prece-
dent by another place, and 1 desire
always to be consistent in my rulings.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill,

Add to the Tiile the following words:
“and the Land Act, 18937 :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment requested by the Council is
for the purpose of meeling an objection
which has been raised by the Chairman
of Committess in ihe Counecil.  The
Counell, under its Standing Orders, has
thought necessary Lo amend the Title of
the Bill, aand the Colonial Secretary, in
view of the objection taken by the Chair-
man of Committees of the Upper House,
accepted the amendment. The Bill is ane
of urgeney, and for that reason I
move—

That the amendment be made.

Mr. Taylor: What is the reason for
the amendment?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know.

Mr. TAYLOR: The matter has just
come under my notice, but to me it seems
strange that in this Bill we should be
dealing with the Land Aect of 1898. I
liope the Minister will give more ample
reason before the Committee accepts the
amendment. I am not going to question
whether the Upper House was in order
in altering the Title of the Bill, but I
think some reason should be given for
the amendment. Sinece T have been in
Parliament, T have not known a sngges-
tion of this nature to eome along with so
little information to suppeort it. If this
is a matter of creating a precedent for
the advantage of another place, I think
it would be wnwise for the Committee to
allow that to be done without full know-
ledge of what we are abont.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: When in
Committee previonsly I drew attention to
this, I thought the clanse providing that
6 per cent. interest should be charged on
overdue land rents from the 1s¢ April

(79)
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last, instead of the statutory fines im-
posed by the Land Act, was an amend-
ment to the Land Aet, T asked for a
ruling and you, Sir, ruled ihat it was
not an amendment of the Land Aect and
that, therefore, the amendment was in
order. In anolbher place, I am glad to
say, it has been discovered that this is
an amendment of the Land Aet, and the
suggestion § put before you is now ad-
miited by the (fovernment to be the cor-
reet one.

The Minister for Works: 1 am not
going to admit anything. I am of
opinion that we should accept the Conn-
eil’s view.

Hon, M. F. TROY: T have no desire
lo lake part in diseussions on the floor
of the House, particularly when they
concern matters raised on a point of
order in another place. It would be un-
dignified and indiscreet on my part to
bring my office into confliet with that
either of the Press or of the Chairman
of another place. But T wish to take this
opporturnity of explaining to those hon.
members who may be confused on this
matter that T pointed out from the Chair,
that if this amendment was necessary to
the Bill the Bill was not properly intro-
duced, that if the Title was to be amended
in counsequence of provisions introduced
with the Bill, the Title was not correct,
and the Bill must be a dead letter. But in
my opinion the Title was correct, and the
Bill properly introduced. The Bill is an
amendment of the Indusiries Assistance
Act of 1915, the Title of whieh is as fol-
lows t—

An Act to enable seed wheat and
other commodities to be supplied to
settlers, and advanees to he made or
gnaranteed by the Government for the
assistanee of persons engaged in
farming, mining, and other indnstries,
and for purposes incidental thereto
and consequent thereon.

It is quite competent in a Bill to make
an amendment to any Act.  Take the
Parliamentary Elections Bill. That pro-
vided for the election of members of
Parliament, but also provided for an
amendment of the Constitution Aect.
These are “purposes incidental thereto
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and consequent thereon.” Theretore the
amendment of the Land Aet in the Bill
under consideration is in order. Again,
in my opinion lhe amendment is not
mecessary, because the Bill was properly
introduced; but if the amendment is
necessary the Bill was not properly in-
troduced, and is in cohsequence a dead
letter. 1 am convineed, however, that the
Bill was properly ‘introduced and that
the Title is all that is necessavy. Since
the Minister is prepared to aceept the
amendment, and as it does not injure
the Bill in any way I merely wish fo
state my position clearly, because the
question of relevancy has been
several times lately, and T desire that
anything done in this way shall not be
taken as a precedent.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
was -introduced for the purpose of deal-
ing with the Title of the Bill. It may be
possible thal these in the Council who
looked inte the matter looked only at the
short Title and uot at the full Title.
Personally, I do not think it makes the
slightest difference, because as Mr.
Speaker has said, the Title of the exist-
ing Act is quite sufficient to embrace the
amendment of any acis relative to any
industry in respect to which' the Bill will
operate. T think a mistake has been
made in another place by merely deal-
ing with the short Title instead of with
the full Title.

The Minister for Works: The Solici-
tor General says it is of no consequence
whatever. )

Question put and passed, the
cil’s amendment made.

- Resolution reported, the report adop-
ted and a Message accordingly returned
to the Council. )

Coun-

MOTION—WYNDHAM FREEZING
WORKS CONTRACT.
Want of Confidence,

Order of the Day for consideration of
the report of the selcet committee on the
Wyndham Freezing Works counlract read.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[3.23] : Members have had the report of

raised
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the seleet comwittee in their hands for
some days and I hope they have found
within iis pages justification for the ap-
pointment of the seleet commitiee. In
the framing of the report it will be ob-
served that, praectically, unanimity ob-
tained among the members of the com-
miitee. On that I think the House is to
be congratulated. I expeet that some
of the remarks I intend to make will not

be entirely supported by all members
of the committee. That is but natural,
and  those members who dissent

from those views will have an opportun-
ity of showing the House where their
couclusions confliet with mine, and it
will be for the House to judge as to
who is correct. No one who peruses the
evidence eould fail to be strueck with
the fact that the main feature through-
out these transactions has been hurry-
seurry. Mr. Nevanas appeared on the
scene and, following through the files, it
will be found that Ministers, in their
anxiety to carry out what they con-
sidered would be a good thing for the
State, fried to push the negotia-
tions through as quickly as possible.
While [ 2 not going to find fault
with  them over their desire to get
the matter throngh withont unnecessary
delay, I intend to draw the atlen-
tion of the House to the dealings
that have taken place with the vari-
ous officers of (he department. Those
officers are professional men whose lives
have heen devoted to one particular
branch of study. It cannol be elaimed
that the practice of their profession has
given them the commercial experience
which is gathered in ordinary business,
and T ask members to consider whether,
in dealing with a purely business con-
cern io be viewed from the standards
that actuate and govern commereial life
it is a fair thing to throw the responsi-
bility upon professional men to advise
npon matters which are  largely
outside the purview of their pro-
fession? Assuming that a legal prac-
titioner was asked to give his opinion
upon strictly medical matters. From
the practice of his profession he might
have gathered some fleefing knowledge
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of the subject, he might even at some
time have made a special study of some
phase of it; but not sufficient to
place him on the same plane as
these wlo have made it a life long
study. It would, therefore, be as
manifestly unfair i{o expect a legal
gentleman to take the responsibilily of
advising npon medieal matters, as it is
in my opinion unfair to place on the pro-
fessional men of the department, the ar-
ehitects, the engineers, and the legal ad-
visers, the responsibility of dealing with
i purely business subject. At any rate,
however that may be, I think it will be
agreed that while the Government should
Liave the advice and assistance of those
gentlemen, so far as they cau obtain it.
the least that can be pranted to those
gentlemen who assist them in eoming fo
a right conclusion is that they shall have
plenty of tine to digest and deal with
the proposifion placed hefore them, The
evidence and the files show thai those
gcntlemen  were  hurry-senrried from
start to finish. Even aftec the proceed-
ings had reached the stage where it be-
came necessary to bring about the can-
cellation, and in dealing with the can-
cellation alene, the same hurry-scurry
was earried through and grave mistakes
were made in consequence,

The Mimster for Works: Wlho cavried
through the huarry-sevvry ?

Mr., GEORGE : In regavd to the
very first conference of any mo-
ment, held in October, 1914, fol-
lowing on a report made by Mr.
Wevanas to the Government, we

find that one of those who were present
states that those at the conference table
were asked to discuss a malter in respect
to which the conditions were not dis-
closed. Tf a econference of officers is to
be of any advantage to anyene, Ministers,
Parliament or the officers themselves, the
whole of the cards should be laid on (he
table. We have this by the evidence on
the file that the eonditions were not dis-
closed and also that a professional man
who was present stated in his opinion
what was the biggest need was o have a
financial adviser. He recognised that
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on maiters that eame within the purview
of professional concerns, the depart-
ment were able to form some
kind of judgment upon which would
be of value to the Ministers Lhey
were advising, but (his being a large con-
cern with vast ramifications be struck the
key-note when he said what was necessary
was reatly a financial adviser. And if I
may express an opinion at this time, I
would like to say T am satisfied that had
it been possible from the ineeption of this
matter to oltain some well trained and
well-to-be-relied-upon ecommereial man (o
huve gone throngh the negotiations and
put them on a business footing, with the
final deeision resting with the Govern-
ment, we should not have had the un-
bappy stale of affairs which we have to-
day. The first conference, as I stated,
was held in October and so far as the
files are concerned, we de¢ not find any-
thing of partienlar importance coming
forward unti]l ahout February, At the
end of January there had heen eertain
telerrams possing between ihe Govern-
ment and Mr, Nevanas which eulminated
in Mr, Nevanas coming over in February
to obtain particulars from the Goverit-
nment for the purpose of producing plans
and putting in a tender for the work. In
Mareh Mr. Nevanas came back with the
plans and  estimates.  These estimafes
camme into the possession of the Govern-
ment between the 14th March and the
17th Mareh and an investigation hoard
was appointed by the Minister consisting
of various officials from the different de-
partments to go into the plans and esti-
mates and give an opinion. The very
amonnt of the estimate, which was
£180,000, should have been sufficient to
have ensured to these zentlemen full and
suflicient time to go in to the question,
but instead of that they were practically
expected to report in 24 hours, Tt is true
that these gentlemen split up ihe varions
items of the estimate and so endeavourerd
to form an opinion which they could pass
on to the Government, but the strikinz
part about this is that when these reports
eame fo the Government every one of the
professional men wlo was engaged in the
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matter laid down parlicular stress thaf it
was advisable that public tenders should
be called. They were not in favour of
an estimate like that put forward by Mr.
Nevanas being taken without the check
that public tenders would afford. Various
negotiations must have passed through—
an interchange of views is perhaps
a better phrase to use—took place
hetween Ministers and Mr. Nevanas
in the few days following, and
then Mr. Nevanas suddenly produces
a tender and offers to do the work for
£155,150, whieh is sent {o these officers
to consider. They get it late one even-
ing and have to give a report the next
day. Members can see from the file and
the evidence and judge for themselves
whether the responsible officers of the
State were not called on—and they res-
ponded to it with the loyalty which be-
longs to the departmenis—io make a de-
cision in a time which was totally inade-
guate for so weighty a matter. These officers
recommended that the lender be accepted,
and their reasons for it being accepted
were because they considered that if Mr.
Nevanas could earry this undertaking out
and give what he stated be would for the
sum, as the department could not do it
for that amount, it might he advisable
that the opportunity should be seized by
the (overnment
called “the offerings of a live man.” The
matter was brought before Cabinet on
the 27th March. The Premier was away
and the matter was not finally dealt with
then. It was not until the Premier re-
turned on the 9th April that the matter
was dealt with and what is ealled the
interim eontract entered into. In connee-
tion with this matter the guestion of con-
veying to Wyndbam the material neces-
sary for this particular job was the one
main factor, and whether Mr, Nevanas
had or had not the obtaining of the
“Prinz Sigismund” wilhin his purview
before lhe tender was accepted by the
Government hardly affects the matter.
It is beyond doubt thai after the tender
was accepted the question of the “Prinz
Sigismund” came up and a wireless mes-
gage was sent—and I have nothing

of what one witness
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to grumble at with regard to that
cablegram—to Mr. Nevanas that the
“Prinz Sigismund” was not required for
the work of the State and that he could
have it nunder certain conditions and those
conditions were arccepted by Mr. Nevanas.
Everything then seems to have gone on
with a certain amount of expedition. Mr.
Nevanas arrived on the other side, ordered
his stuff, appointed his agents, looked
after his shipping, appointed the State
Shipping Company here to act as his
agent and all his matters were completed
for the “Prinz Sigismund” to take his
material to Wyndham. Shortly after-
wards the Government decided to seund
the “Western Australia” home. As to the
advisability or not of that T do nol intend
to deal just now, but the Government
proposed to send the “Western Australia™

home and in order to enable them
to do that they had to provide a
ship to take up the running of

the “Western Aunstralia” on the North-
West coast, As we have been told by
the Minister for Lands they weighed
the pros and cons whether they were
Justified in taking the ship back from
Mr, Nevanas and what it was likely to
cost them and what might happen. We
had it stated by the Minister for Lands
that he consulied with the State Steam-
ship officers and obtained from thewn
that in their judgment a sum of from
£3,000 to £5,000 was likely to be the
amount of damages the Government
would be east in, We examined
Mr. Stevens, the manager of the
State steamships, and he informed
us that no such consuoltation was
held with and that no such computation
of damages was made by either he or
his officers, and the maiter as far as
that was concerned only came under his
notice by what he saw in the newspapers.
That is a gnestion on whieh members can
form their own judgment. At this point
we come to the fact that the “Prinz Sigis-
mund” was faken away from the opera-
tions and control of Mr. Nevanas, I
would like to state here that provided all
other things were equal, and that Nevanas
was financially eapable of earrying on the
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business, I am of the opinion—I do not
know if it is shared in by other members
of the Cowmiliee—ihat had the “Prinz
Sigismund” not been taken over by the
Government, the contract would now be
oh its fair way towards completion, at
any rate on a fair way to being carried
on., The Government knew that the tak-
ing over of the “Prinz Sigismund” must
eause considerable trouble, if not the dis-
raption entirely of the contract with Mr,
Nevanas, and they did it as we were told
with their eyes open, deliberately break-
ing the contract, having as their desire to
get rid of the “Western Australia’ 1
ask the House fo consider this. We were
told that the renson that justified the
leiting of what has been termed “this
unusnal eontract,” was that time was the
essence of the contract, and that it was ab-
solutely necessary that not one single day
shounld be lost in getting things in trim
g0 that the building eonld be completed
or so far completed before the sumwmer
season Set in so as to enable the work-
men to go on working in the building
in eonnection with the erection of the
machinery which was required in run-
ning by Mareh of 1he next year. Hav-
ing those reasons put forward for the
letting of this unusnal coniract and for not
calling tenders from different parts of
the State, what can be said about the
business foresight and aeumen which de-
liberately and knowingly strikes away at
once the very matter that is necessary to
enable the contractor to earry on his
work. It should have oceurred to the
Government—if it did not it shonld have
done—that when a man had been getting
his plant and material together ready for
shipment to carry on his contract under
the conditions by which he was liable to
a penalty of £100 per week if delav oe-
eurred, all of a sudden without a mo-
went’s notice to take away from him the
inecans of conveyance of his plant and
material was striking a deadly blow at
the ecompletion of his eontract. If time
was the essence of the eontract, warrant-
ing the unusual course of letting it, then
that warrant is absolutely swept on
one side when the Government praeti-
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cally tied the man’s hands and took away
bis means of earrying ou his work.

The Minister for Works: I do not
think that stopped him going on with
his eontraet,

Mr., Willmott: You mean you intended
to stop the works anyhow?

Mr. GEORGE : In matters of this sort
we have ‘to take into consideration the
bona fides of the contractor. We have
to take it that the bona fides of the con-
tractor were established to the satisfaec-
tion of the Government or the Govern-
ment had no warrant for leiting the con-
tract. If the Government were not
satisfied about his ability, his stand-
ing, his bona fides and his power of
carrying on this work then away again
goes their right to let the contract in the
way they did, Tbat I think the Minister
for Works will agree upon.

The Minister for Works: We were.

Mr. GEQORGE: At any rate I have
come to this point, that whatever may be
the opinion on those affairs, the taking
away of the “Prinz Sigismund” gave Mr.
Nevanas, if necessary, the excuse, if he
needed it, for dealing with the contract
as it afterwards eame about. It is not to
be supposed that in the present seareity
of shipping which exists all round Aus-
fralin, 1t wounl:d be possible for Mr. Ne-
vanas at a moment’s notice, to revise his
plans and attempt to get another ship,
the impossibility of doing which was well
known, Tf this were not so, why did the
Government take the “Prinz Sigismund”
to ecarry on the work in the North-

West?  Previously, when they had
been considering the taking of the
“Prinz  Sigismund,”” they decided, on

the adviee of their manager, that she was
.mspitable for the North-West trade:
and as she was nnsuitable they handed
her over to Mr. Nevanas in order that he
might take his material to Wyndham en
her. We cannot, therefore, say that the
matier F .. been dealt with, either with
that fair consideration——

The Minister for Works: I do not
think ihe manager said she was unsuil-
alile.
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Mr. GEORGE: 'The file will show that
this is so.

The Minister for Works: No, it does
not. .

Mr. GEORGE: The “Prinz Sigis-
mund” had been stated by Mr. Stevens
not to be a suitable boat to carry on the
work in the North-West, On that advice,
the boat was offered to Mr. Nevanas and
taken by him. If there was not'a paucity
of shipping and if it was possible for
Mr, Nevanas to have obtained another
ship—

The Minister for Works:
have done so.

Mr., GEORGE: Then it would have
been possible for the Government not to
have interfered with Mr, Nevanas in this
particular way, but to have themselves
obtained a more suitable boat for carry-
ing on the North-West trade. They
knew, however, they could not obiain an-
other boat, at all events a sunitable boat,
and with the full knowledge of this they
threw Mr. Nevanas upon his beam ends
and left him to siruggle along as best
he could with the contract. WWhether Mr.
Nevanas was financially strong or not to
carry oul the eontract does not come into
the question. The question of Mr. Ne-
vanas’ finanees eame in long after the
“Prinz Sigismund” had been taken over.
1t is useless, therefore, for the Minister
o try to make ont that the taking of the
“Prinz Sigismund” was practically of
little importance,

The Minister for Works: Are you
aware that ke could have had a charter
from the Adelaide Shipping Co. to take
his stuff to Wyndham?

Mr. GEORGE: Will the hon. gentle-
man fell us all abont that later? Let me
state the position so far as it has now
advanced. We may assume this, and
fairly so, that the Government were satis-
fied as to the bona fides of Mr. Nevanas
up to that point. Mr. Nevanas would
be able to satisfy any court that he
had a contract, and to satisfy it that
the ship had been handed over to
him. In fact, the Solicitor General ad-
ivses that there was a deliberate breach
of contract, and his opinion js found on

He econld
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the filee We have a contract let lo
Messrs. Nevanas & Co. with a drastic
penalty of £100 per week if there is any
delay. What would have been the posi-
tion in case the Government had heen
suned, as they could have been sued by
Mr. Nevanas, for hreach of econtract
npon this particular ship? I do not
profess to be a lawyer myself. It is not
necessary to be one to understand this
position. We have only to look at it
from the point of view of an ordinary
business man, Let us assume that we
are jurymen, and that the case is brought
before us as a jury, that the man had
been deliberately offered a wvessel and
(hat the vessel was vital to the earrying
cut of that contract under which, if he
did not carry it out, he would have to
suffer a penalty of £100 a week, and that
by reason of the Government taking this
boat away and putting this disability
upon him he was unable to earry out
thai contract and suffered loss accord-
ingly, Will hon. gentlemen here con-
sider what damages wmight reason-
ahly have been expeeied to he granted in
a matter of that sort? To go back to
the question of the officers, the evidence
will show that, with regard to one of the
most vital, in fact the most vital, mat-
ter in eonnection with these works, that
is the machinery plant, the officer to
whom the matter was referred—and in
faet so far as I have been able to gatler,
the only officer in the Government ser-
viee fo whom it could reasonably have
been referred to for advice—was M.
Cairns of the Refrigerating Works. Yet
we find from him that the estimafe for the
machinery alone, which was requested
for the work, might ran up to £60,000,
Mr. Cairns states very fairly, I think,
in lis note, that engineers differ as to
what their requirements of various
classes of machinery are. Some engin-
eers, he points out, might put the figure
down at £40,000, and otbers, I think T
am right in saying, might put it down at
£20,000. The very fact that there is
such divergence amongst these cngineers,
and we all know thal with every prae-
tical man there may be this sort of
thing, shows that this should have been
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tovked upon as one of the most vital
peints, namely, that befare ¥Mr. Nevanas
had ordered the material which he did,
the engineer who wonld be held respon-
«ible for the advice should have had an
opporlunity of knowing what that machi-
nery was to be. Tt appears, however, that
Mr, Cairns did not know, he does not
know to-day, I believe. I am speaking
of course, from the cvidence whieh was
taken before the select committee.
Mr. Cairns says he endeavoured to insist
upon Mr. Nevanas letting him have the
details of the machinery which was go-
ing up there. He pointed out that to
speak of a 120 ton refrigerator did not
«convey to him, or indeed to any engi-
neer, the necessary details to enable
him to form a judgment as to whether
the refrigerator would be suitable or
unsuitable.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is Mr. Nevanas an en-
sineer?

Mr. GEORGE: Yo, he is not. T will
try to give members all the information
I ean.

The Minister for Works: So long as
aou do not give more than yvou have got
it will be all right,

Mr. GEORGE: 1 am hardly likely to
do that. The Government will see to
that. In regard to this machinery, Mr.
Cairns tells us that when he applied to
Mr. Nevanas he was met by the answer
#We have ordered all that.”’ They
lhad ordered all this without referring
to the engineers or to the professional
officers, in order to give them an oppor-
tunity, whiclh {hey ought to bhave had in
the interests of the State, of saving
whether they agreed that the machinery
was right or wrong. I dealt last even-
ing with the question of the supply of
stoek. T hardly think it is necessary to
say anything in connection with that
matter just now. When the time ar-
rived at which the cancellation business
c¢ame upon the board, matters seemed
to be fairly hurried; in faet, T have no
doubt, from what is shown on the files,
that Mr. Nevanas did everything but
sleep in the departmental offices of one
braneh of the service or another, and I
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should imagine that the time of the
Ministers and officers was well ocenpied,
and that they were worried by this
gentleman’s efforts to get through, With
regard to the invesiigations that were
made, or supposed to be made, in deal-
ing with the caneellation of the contraet,
I think there have been some very grave
errors indeed, The plans were arranged
for between the Premier and Mr. Nev-
anas, by telegrams, and the understand-
ing distinetly was that, for the produe- -
tion of plans and specifieations and
for the obiaining of tenders, a com-
mission of 3 per cent. was to be
paid, while for plans and specifications
alone a commission of 2 per cent. ounly
was to be paid. Further, in the agree-
meni with the Premier for the produe-
tion of these plans, the Premier fixed the
st of £106,000, and I have been un.
able to find that any agreement for pay-
inent beyvond that sam has ever bheen
fixed by the Government or hy their
officers. 1 am of opinion that the pay-
ment of 3 per eent. on £155150 eannot
be justified in any shape or form. In
the first place, Mr. Nevanas was paid 3
per cent, for the production of plans and
specifications, and for the calling of ten-
ders. Can it be said by any stretch of
the imagination, or by any play on
words, that the calling of a tender from
Nevanas for an amount put in on a ten-
der of his own is actually the calling of
a tender? If the calling of a tender is
to justify this 3 per cent., then Mr. Nev-
anas should have put in the tender ob-
tained from Mr. Dunkerley of £137,000;
and then, had the Governmeni aceepted
Mr. Dunkerley’s tender, there might
have been justificaton for ihe payment
of the 3 per cent. But Mr. Nevanas
never introduced Mr. Dunkeriey’s ten-
der to the Government, or to Govern-
ment officers. He produced a tender of
his own of £155,000, whilst he had Mr.
Duonkerley’s tender for £137,000 in his
pocket all the time. Therefore, he was
nof. entitled to biore than 2 per cent. on
his plans and specifications. Ji may be
said, and probably it will be said by the
(iovernment, that he was entitled to be
paid a percentage, whether 2 per cent.-
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or 3 pev cent, upon the water supply.
Yet we have incontrovertible evidence
that these plans are not even complete
now, and never have been complete.
Hon. members may be interested in the
water works plans fov which this State
has paid nearly £1,500. There are two
typewritten sheets with brown paper
covers, They are unsigned. One of
them purports to instruet some of
the Dest professional men to he
found in any part of Australia
how to mix concrete. The only sem-
blance of a plan professed to be pro-
duced is this plan for a small pump house,
and here is a plan showing an-
other view of the small pump bouse.
How large it is hon. members can
see. Here is another plant palpably
designed to show onr professional gen-
tlemen of the Public Works Depart-
ment how te make a joint between
a cast iron pipe and a wrought iren
pipe. Here iz another plan which
shows how the piers are to be construected
to carry pipes over the marshy ground
at Wyndham. This is a pencil sketch.
There may be some tradesmen in tle
Clamber who will be interested in whai
I am going to tell them. Here 15 a plan
for which we paid 1,500 sovereigns. In
order to hold |ipes down so that they
might not run away, fhe pipes are here
shown to be held in position by a sirap
of inch by a quarter flat iron. These
straps in their turn arve held in position
by four eoach holts. 'The bolts are § of
an inch in diameter. If one punched a
hole, in the flat iron to pass a § inch bolt
through, how much iron would be left
that would be of any value to carry the
strain of the position? Here is a blue
print of Robinson Broes., of South Mel-
bourne, showing a diagram of & centri-
fugal pump. Anyone could obiain that
plan by writing for a quotation.

The Minister for Works: That is a
common oceurrence with all architeets.

Mr. GEORGIE: We have heard a great
deal about reinforced concrete tanks.
Here are two other plans obtained from
the British Reinforced Conerete Engin-
eering Co., Ltd., Clancery Lane, Mel-
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bourne. Their name has been partially
taken out in a way which is familiar to
all architects, and these are produced ns
the plans, There is another item T had
forgotten to mention. Here is a tracing
which is called a loeality plan. Hon.
members may judge its valae when they
know that the data from which it was
obtained eost the (Government abount £300.
That is a tracing to show the alternative
route for the pipes. These plans cost
altogether, as nearly as can be judged,
£1,500.

The Minister for Works: In conjune-
tion with other plans?

Mr, GEORGE: But not in conjunetion
with other plans for the water supply.
These are all the plans the Public Works
Department could produce to the select
comiittee and I only got them after
zreat diffienlty. I[f we take the plans
for the buildings, let hon, members turm
to Mr. Beasley’s evidence and they will
find that he stated there in unmistakable
langnage that ihe plans were not com-
plete even at the time Le gave evidence,
and that they never were complete. The
most favourable aspect he puts on it is
that they were plans upon which he be-
lieves Nevanas & (‘0. could have oblained
their payment if lhe matier had been
brounght bhefore an arbifration court, but,
when the question was put to Mr. Beasley,
assuming he was asking for plans upomw
which he would expect to pay 3 per cent.,
whether he would consider the plans such
as those which had been submitted were
plans upon which that percentage conld
reagonably he paid, his answer was an
emphatie #*No.” Here we have the plans
for the freezing works which are not
complete, reputed plans for water sup-

ply for which there is no agreement,
so far as I can gather, which
would authorise {lie payment to be

made. We have plans, the value of
whieh hon. metnbers can judge for them-
selves, and we learned from the files and
we were told by the Minister from tha
floor of the House ihat we had no officers
in the Works Department here eapable
of producing plans like those. If there
15 a scintilla of truth in that statement
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we should discharge every professional
wman in the service.

The Minister for Works:
said that,

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. member re-
fers to Hansard he will find that that is
so. That js the position and the Min-
ister, T am satisfled, if he chooses to speak
out in connection with the matter, will
admit that the payment of that money
for those so-called water supply plans,
as plans, was not warranted, and the
House will be satisfied. from the
argunients which I have put for-
ward, that Nevanas ought fo have been
-paid 2 per eent., which he was entitled to
on the works plans and not 3 per ceni.
which he was paid.

The Minister for Works: That is vour
opinion,

Mr. GEORGE: Mr. Beasley stated in
his evidence that the plans were not com-
plete.

The Minister for Works: They were
complete as wgeneral working plans.
Mr. GEORGE: At any rate the House
can form ils own jndgment upon the
plans, as it will apon all matiers, and T
am sure the House will agree thal the 3
per cent. paid to Nevanas & Co. was 1 per
cent, too mucl, becaunse lhe work cov-
ered by the agreement with ke Premier
was that Nevanas & Co. should obtain
the tenders under whieli the State
would obtain the whole advaniage. Tt
eannot he claimed that the State was
getting a fair deal. If Nevanas wished
to claim 3 yer cent., Dunkerley's tender
should have been the tender upon which
the Government should have acted and
upon which the eommission should have
been paid. There is, of course, a eon-
siderable amount of eviden¢e wirh regard
to what is known as the management
agreement, and the report of the commit-
tee in connection with thai states—
None of the Ministers appear to have
known of ihe whereahouts of it, but
as all witnesses examined on this potat,
including  Mr. Nicholson (vide Ques-
tions 20324} are of the opinion that
this agreement has never heen com-
pleted, the committee do not think it

He never
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necessary to further pursue the matter,.

but attention is directed to the evi-

denee of Mr. Sayer,
What is stated there in regard to the-
management agreement is, I believe, cor-
rect, The agreement for the management
has not been arrived at yet. In other
words, as we stated, it has not been con-
summaled, but an agreement does exist
whereby Nevanas & Co. are to have the:
management and are to be the agenis for-
these works, That is indisputable. In
the file which T have hefore me, 254/14,
on folic GS, there appears the follow-
ing—

Fransiation of telegram forwarded
io 8, Nevanas, South Australian Hotel,
Adelaide, 191h June, 1914. “Forward-
ing by next mail drafi agreement for
report and if report is adopted and
works undertaken, a sum of £1,500, and’
£500 for expenses, covering cost of in-
speetion and adviee and supervision
over erection of works.

T will have something to say about super-
vision directly.

(2.} If report only is made, sum of
£1,000 to cover report and expenses; if
report adopted and works ereeted,
Government to agree to proposal for
Nevanas & Co. to act as agents and
managers on condifions to be provided
by subsequent agreement.”

That is signed by My, Seaddan. There
is a plain statement on the part of one
of the parties {o an agreement. Tlere
is the other—

Sent from Adelaide, received Perth
20th June, “Scaddan, Premier, Perth.
Many thanks telegram, agree ferms,
post schedule of steamers.”

The Attornev General will, of course, be
able to say on ihis matter—but T think
I am right as T am fortified by the advice
of those who have a better knowledge of
legal matters than I have—that here we
have a contract, an absolute agreement
on the part of the Premier, that if the:
report 15 adopted, and if the works are
erected, the Government will agree to the
proposal that Nevanas & Co. shall acf
as managers, On the other hand, we have-
a telegram from Mr, Nevanas that he-
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agrees. Reference to the evidence given
by Mr. Dunkerley will show {hat when
Mr. Nevanas was leaving the State after
baving completed his business so far as
that stage is concerned, Mr. Hebble-
thwaile stated to Mr. Dunkerley (this

was DMr. Dunkerley’s evidence) that
though they had lost the job he
did not mind, becawse he bad got

what he wanled and that was the manage-
ment of the works after they were erected.
Mr. Angwin will remember that in Iis
evidence he stated that Mr. Nevanas told
him he had the management of the works
and that Mr. Angwin denied to him that
that was so,

The Minister for Works:
deny that Nevanas told me.

Mr, GEORGE ; That is what I am try-
ing to convey. I have the greatest res-
peet for the straightforward manner in
which Mr. Angwin gave his evidence and
I shall try not to misquote him, Mr.
Angwin said that was not so, Mr.
Nevanas drew Mr. Angwin’s attention
to the fact that the matter was arranged
at a Cabinel meeting. Mr. Angwin again
said that that was not s0, Then Mr.
Nevanas replied that it must have been
at a Cabinet meefing which Mr. Angwin
did not attend. Here we have on the file
the basis of an agreement with the Pre-
mier and an aceeptanee from Mr. Nevanas,
who stated all through that he had the
management of these works, Mr. Ne-
vanas’s seeretary’s departing words from
Weslern Australia were that they had
the management of the works.

The Premier: YWho said that?

Mr. GEORGE: Mhr. Dunkerley said
that Mr. Hebblethwaite used those words
when he was going away. The seleet com-
mittee were quite right in saying that so
far as they could find out, no agreement
had been consummated, but the only
thing necessary to consummate the agree-
ment is for the Government and Mr.
Nevanas to agree mutnally upon terms.
Those telegrame are an agreement that
Mr, Nevanas shall have the manage-
ment if ferms can be agreed upon.
Tt is true, as the file discloses, that some
negotiations were entered into with Nev-

1 did not
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anas & Co. after that, with the idea of
arriving at a basis, and it is true that the
Premier has endorsed one of those papers
that the ferms were not agreed fo. But
that does not cancel the agreement. In
My, Scaddan’s opinion the matter could
not be proceeded with because the terms
were too high. Now we come to the Bth
April and we find that after the accept-
ance of Nevanas's tender Mr. Johnson, the
Minister for Lands, wrote to Mr. Nev-
snas and stated in effect that, having ar-
rived at ibe decision to erect the works,
and to accept Nevanas's tender, it was
now considered that it was the proper
time to deal with the question of the
management agreement and that any
negotiations whieli might be made could
be embodied in the agreement as fime
went on, showing that the eontinving of
the contract entered info in June of Jast
year had bheen again endorsed by
the Government and that it exists
to-day. T do not think it can bhe
argued that the indenture of ean-
cellation of the Wyndham works ecovers
this, but it miay Dbe so. That is
for a lawyer to say. In connection with
this matter it is unfortunate that there is
a conflict of opinion hetween the various
witnesses.. We have on the one hand the
Minister for Lands making statements
and we have, on the other hand, Mr.
Davies, formerly of the Tmplement
Works, Mr. Beasley, Mr. Sayer and Mr.
Stevens, making other statements, and it
becomes a painful matter for anyone in
public life to find so much direct conflict
of opinion.

Mr, A. A, Wilson: They conld not
Lave discussed it beforehand.

Mr. GEORGE: It is painful to even
sappose thai varying witnesses like Mr.
Sayer, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Beasley and My,
Davies could have met together for the
purpoese of cohcocting some story to con-
tradict the statement of the Minister for
Lands.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: It shows how honest
they were.

Mr. GEORGE: Here are four gentle-
men as wide as the poles apart so far as
their business and professions were con-
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cerned, and yet upon essential points
they are in agreement and upon those
essential poinfs the Minister for Lands is
in disagreement. It is very painful to
face a situation like that, but there it is.
In addition there is the action of Mr.
Nevanas who has been represented as a
shrewd, capable business man. I have
not the slightest doubt of thal from what
I have seen of his transactions. I do not
know him, but T should say he is a very
shrewd man. We have Mr. Nevanas
here on the 20th March, placing an order
with the State Implement Works for
£11,000 or £12,000 worth of pipes, the
negofiations for which were conducted by
Mr. Davies if we are {0 accept his evi-
denee—under instructions from the hon.
Mr. Johnson. The hon. Mr. Angwin
staied that he looked upon it as very
strange that his officers should bave taken
& contract on the 20th Mareh and not in-
formed him of it. Seo it appeared fo me
to he strange untill I found out after-
wards that Mr. Angwia left at 32 noon
on the Saturday for the Eastern States
and fhe iniferview between Mr. Davies
and Mr. Nevanas took place between
7 o'clock and 8 o’clock on the Saturday
evening, so iI was impossible for Mr.
Pavies to have informed Mr. Angwin of
thal. But we have the statement made
Dby the JMinister for Lands that he gave
no such instruetions, that he knew no-
thing about this contract for pipes. Yet
on the following Monday morning, the
22nd Mareh, Mr. Davies is rung up, he
says by Mr. Johnson. but Mr. Johnson
says it was by Mr. Munt, so that confirms
the ringing up—by wbom it was done
does not matter—and told not to go on
4vith the pipes, but to see him later.
Mr. Davies did see him on the
same day—the 22nd Mareh — abount
the pipes, and, after some conversa-
tion, Mr. Davies left with the instroe-
tions that le could go on with the pipes.
The Minister for Lands denies that he
knew abont the pipes, and yet we find
that in connection with the purchase of
pig iron for the manufacture of these
pipes, Mr. Davies reported to Mr. Munt
regarding 1,000 tons which lie” wished to
‘have brought from Sydney, and Mr.
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Munt communicated wiih Mr. Johnson,
in cunsequence of whish Mr. Davies had
to send a report in. But Mr. Munt fold
Mr. Johnson that Mr. Davies had ordered
this pig iron for the making of pipes,
and Mr. Munt was instrueted to tell Mr.
Davies to come up and see the Minister.
We are asked lo credit that AMr. Davies
came up and saw t{he Minister about the
pig iron which was wanted for the pipes
and that when he left Mr. Jolnson knew
nothing about the pipes at all, and thal
the conversation was all about pig iron.
I ask hon. members whether they. ean
think such a statement is correct. JTs it
possible that the shrewd man we know
Mr. Tohnson o be should liave one of the
officials of the State Implement Works,
for which he was aeting Minister, up to
dizeuss the purchase of 1,000 tons of pig
iron without knowing what it was for?
We can come to only one conclusion, that
on this particular point Mr. Davies is
upheld by the documents and Mr. John-
son’s memory has been treacherous.
Hon. Frank Wilson: That is mild.

{The Deputy Speaker taok the Chawr.]

Mr. GEORGE: Then, again, we find
that Mr. Nevanas set to work to pur-
chase some £6,000 o £8,000 worth of re-
inforcement for conerete work for the
Wyndham huildings., nol for the water
supply, not for the jetty, but for the
huildings, and we have this very indis-
putable evidence, namely, the controet
with Elder, Shenton, which appears on
the Stolzenberg file, bearing the date of
the 24th or 26th Mareb, We have the
pipes, the reinforcement from Tlder,
Shenton, 1,500 casks of cement pur-
chased on the 22nd March from Wilis
and Co., which was unmistakably not for
the jetty, but for the buildings. We have
something like £18,000 worth of material
purchased between the 20th Marchk and
the 2d4th or 25th March, and then when
the cancellation negotiations came about,
we have Mr. Nevanas producing copies
of two letters which he states be delivered
personally to Mr. Johnson. One of those
letters is dated 26th Mareh, in which he

, thanks Mr. Johnson for having accepted
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his tender and states that he is proceed-
ing to order the material out. The other
one is dated 27th Mareh, expressing Mr.
Nevanas’s eoncern that the ratification by
Cabinet of the acceptance by Mr. Johnson
of Mr, Nevanas’s tender has to wait over
until Mz, Seaddan returns. We are asked
to accept the statement that Mr. Nevanas,
admitied to be a shewd man of business,
bis bona fides inquired into by the Gov-
ernment and accepted by them, would be
such an arrant ass—I cannot call him
anything else—as to accept a liability for
close on £20,000 worth of material nearly
three weeks. before the contraet was ac-
cepted by Cabinet—on the 9th April.

The Minister for Works: Why does
not he produce the letter accepting his
tender?

Mr. GEORGE: No one knows better
than the AMinister for Works that Mr.
Nevanas is in New Zealand. Had it been
possible to hold over this inquiry until
we could have got him to attend, the com-
mittee would have heen very well pleased.

The Migisler for Works: He told me
he conld not produce the letter to me.

Mr. GEORGE: T cannot do more than
give a fair resumé of the file and give
my opinions as clearlv as possible. We
have it on tie evidence of Mr. Nicholson,
the attorney for Mr. Nevanas, that the
letter of the 2GLh Mareh, he had every
reason to believe—and it was afterwards
confirmed by wire from Mr. Nevanas—
was personally delivered Dby him, and
with regard to the letter of the 27ih
Mareh, he stated definitely that he saw
it and he knew Mr. Nevanas left 1o de-
liver it to Mr. Johnson, This again
iz confirmed in the two cablegrams
from Mr. Nevanas. Yet it remains
for the cancellation negotiations to come
about for these letters to be bronght un-
der the nolice of the Minister for Works.
Tt these letters were received, then one
conclusion only can be arrived at, and
hon. members ean draw .that conelusion
for themselves. If these letters were not
received, it bears out what I stated in
ihis House before, that Mr. Nevanas had
heen guilty of frand. Now we bave this
from Mr. Nicholson, the mayor of Perth,
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a man of high standing, whe vouches for
the authenticity of these letters, who
vouches for the high repute and standing
of Mr. Nevanas, and the question so far
a5 these letters are concerned, therefore,
lies between the Minister for Lands and
Mr. Nevanas. Yet the action taken by
Mr. Nevanns, the evidence to which I
have drawn attention, carries with it a
certain amount of corroboration of the
stalement made by that gentleman. It
might be said that the 1,500 asks of
cemant purchased from Geo, Wills and
Co. was intended for the jeity, I think
that was praetically mentioned in ibe
speech of the Minister for Lands. To
show how Daseless is that contention, we
have only to go through the correspond-
ence which has passed between the I"ub-
liec Works Department and Mr. Nevanas,
and we find it laid down as an esseniial
condition that no cement work shall be
done unless they have fresh water, and we
have it in gvidenee that until the water
echeme from the King River is completerl
fresh water will not be available. We
bave it, further, that Rodgers, with six
men, was sent up by the State to Wynd-
ham for a month, at an expenditure by
the State of £4,200 for material, plant
and other things, and he was sent up in
anticipation of plans for the building of
the jetty, but he was to do no work—in
faect he eould not do any work—in con-
nection with the jetiy, except sueh as
preparation in opening up the guarry
and other matters., Now the 1,500 casks
of cement was bought from Geo. Wills
and Co. on the 22nd March and some
six or seven weeks afterwards, I think it
was in May, the matter catne under the
notice of the Public Works Department
because Wills and Co. wanted payment
for the cement, and the Works Depart-
went were instrucied hy My, Johnson to
pay for the 1,500 casks of cement. There
was ghout 200 casks of cement sent to
Wyndham by Mr. Rodgers. A man by
the name of Middieton was sent up to
watch the departinent’s interests. He
wired down that it was necessary the
cement should be protected from white
ants, and he required galvanised iron to
be sent up for that purpose. The depart-
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ment treckoned it would cost about £120
to provide Lhis protection.

The Minisier for Works: One hundred
and nine pounds.

Mr. GEQORGE: Do not make me a liar
for £11. The shed was to cost in the
neighbourhood of £120. They wired Mr.
Nevanas about it. If the ecement was for
the jetty and was departmental cement,
they did not need lo wire My. Nevanas
at all, hut they did wire bhim and M.

Nevanas (old them to mind their own
business.
The Minister for Works: Of cowrse

vou urc aware (hat they did so subjeet
fo an arrangement with Nevanas.

Mr. GEQRUE: Mr. Nevanas wired
themn back that the shed was not needed
and to cancel lhejr arrangements as he
was going to place a store ship tlere.
The department took no further aciion.
If that cement had been for the jeity, is
lhis TIMonse to believe the department
wonuld have rested there? What the de-
partment did was to say “This is Mr.
Wevanas's cement; if he does not want
to protect it, it 15 his own funeral. Let
him look after his own coneerns.” It will
be fouund in the evidence in connection
with the 1,000 casks of cement at Fre-
manile on which £200 worth of storage
was incurred—this is only a book-keep-
ing entry, but it is none the less true—
the question was put to one witness—
“Suppoesing this cement had got dam-
aged, who would have been responsible
for if, the Government to Mr. Nevanas,
or Nevanas to himself’? and the answer
given was—*“It was Nevanas's funeral.”
Bo that it is idle to contend either that
the first shipment or the 1500 casks of
cement was sent up for the jetty. The
cement was purchased and sent wp for the
erection of the building.

The Minister for Works:
wrong there.

Mr. GEORGE: T do not think so.
Here T would like to read an extract
from the file with regard to the jelty
and plans. The arrangement made with
Mr, Nevanas was—

That no work in regard to the aectual
construetion of the jetty shall be un-

You are

dertaken uniil such time as full work-

ing drawings and full specifications of

the work have been submitted by you
and have been approved of by the

Government.

In that caze where was the necessity o
purchase for the jetty work either cne or
other of the items of cement? These
working drawings and specifications for
the jetty were to be submitted within one
month from daie. They were not sub-
mitted within one month from date, and
some six or seven weeks after the cement
had been bought the Government paid
for it on aeccount of Nevanas. If the
cvement was on account of the jetty, for
which Nevanas had ne contract, the Gov-
ernment wonld have paid for it on their
own aceount. TPaying for it on aecount
of Nevanas, they paid for it on acecount
of the contract he had for the building,
and nothing else.

The Minister for Works: That 1s only
vour conclusion,

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister can make
his reply with regard to that.

The Minister for Works: Was not tlat
arrangement extended?

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister asks
whether the arrangement was nol ex-
tended. T did not intend to take the House
through every paper on the file, because
1 did not think i necessary for the pur-
pose I have in view, But since the Min-
ister mentions that matter, I will deal
with it as fairly as I can from memory.
Mr. Nevanas was in Melbourne, The
Public Works Department with (heir
Minister here found it necessary to take
some action, and they communicated with
Mr, Nevanas—I think through the Pre-
mier, though I am not quite sure. The
Premier at that time was in Melbourne.
The Public Works Department sent from
here to Melbourne a draft of a lelter
which thev wanted Mr. Nevanas to sign,
and which Mr. Nevanas eventually did
sign, That extends that particular per-
1od, bhut it does not extend the eement
business hecause, as T have shown, it was
impossible to use the cement unless there
was fresh water available. Moreover, the
construction of the jetty was not at first
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so essential as the consfruction of the
building and was not stressed in the same
way. The first factor that bad to he

secured was the water supply. In my
opinion, the cement was undoubtedly or-
dered in the way I have stafed. So far
as the plans are concerned, we know from
Mr. Sayer’s evidence that he could not
complete the full eontract for two reas-
ons. The first was that, before he eould
moke out the contraet, he required that
plans and gpecifications should be ap-
proved. Those plans and specifieations
were not complete at the time of eancel-
lation, according to the evidence we have.
The second reason was that a certain
amount of confusion existed in regard to
the security which Nevanas was going to
give for the carrying out of the confract.
At first it was suggested, and rightly sng-
gesied, that the ordinary terms of con-
tract, which preseribe a eash deposit as
well a5 a bond, should be insisted upon;
but for reasens which appeared to the
Government—in their desive, I presume,
to get the work through—they did wot
insist on the cash deposit buf decided
to take a bond instead, The Minister
for Lands told the select eommittee in his
evidence that what he meant Ly a bond
was the hond of Nevanas & Co. approved
and guaranteed by a banker. Who has
ever heard of sueh a thing as that heing
done hefore? When a banker comes in,
he does not endorse a hond in that way
for contractors, A bank wounld give to a
confraclor as his guarantee a marked
cheque, which cheque is there to be cashed
at any time by the Government, to whom
it is made payable. The marked cheque
is held as security, so that if oceasion
arises it can be availed of. The idea of
the production of a hond to he approved
and guaranteed by a bank is, T think, one
that could only have emanated from the
fertile brain of the hon. gentleman who
had the matter in hand. T have dealt, I
think, with the prineipal items of the
report. There is one other matter to
which I wish to draw attention in regard
to the payment to Nevanas on the water
supply plans. In connection with the
jetly and the water supply, various sur-
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veys and esiimafes and drawings had been
made by the officers of the Government,
at a cost amounting to £522. Of this
amount the water supply itself could
fairly be charged with £130 16s. 9d. 1t
is true Nevanas gave an estimale—even-
tually he submitted a tender—for the
water supply, but we know from evidence
which has been given that he never made
a survey of the work in any shape or
form, that he took the survey of the de-
partment and from that made up what
one of the Government engineers termed
a pot shot of an estimate. YWhen Mr.
Nevanas sent Mr. Rogers up to Wynd-
ham, the latter decided that this esti-
mate ought to be 50 per cent. higher, I
contend that in the settlement with Mr.
Nevanas the cost of surveys and prepara-
tion of plans in conneetion with the
waler supply should fairly have been
charged against him. T cootend frstly
that he should never have been paid in

respeet  of the water supply plans
at all. Tf it be contended that he
shonld have heen paid in respect
of the water supply plans, then 1

contemil he certainly should have been
charged will: that amount of £150 16s. 9d.
Again, 1 wish to point ont that the fee
for a repert on the works was fixed at
£1,000 to cover all expenses; and yet we
find that steamer fares from Wyndham
to Fremantle for Nevanas & Co,, in con-
neetion with that visit, amounting to £45,
were paid by the Government of the
State,

Mr. E. B. Jolmsion: Mr. Nevanas had
a chronie objeetion to paying.

We all have that.

My, GEORGE: At any rate, there was
a distinet understanding—TI will do the
Premier (he credit of saying that his
telegram on the point is absolutely clear
—that £1,000 was to cover the work and
expenses. However, Mr. Nevanas is
paid his £1,000, and iz paid in addition
£45 for his expenses. We have not been
able to discover whether he has heen paid
any other sums or not. T am not making
any insinuations, but simply stating an
shsolute fact. We have not heen able to

The Premier:
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diseaver whather or npot Nevanas was

paid any more.
The Premier: Paid for whai purpose?
Mr. GEORGE: For expenses.

The Minister for Works: What reason
is there for making that slatement?

Mr. GEORGE: The statement is made
without any bias, as a statement of fact.
We have had so much difficulty in ob-
taining papers that I for my part am not
by any means satisfied, and I think the
other members of the Committee are
with me in this—of course, they can
speak for themselves—that we have yel
received the whele of the papers in con-
neetion with the matter. Let me tell the
House that at the commencement of the
committee’s proceedings we gent oul a
letter through Mr. Grant to the heads of
the various departments asking for all
papers they had in connection with ihe
matter; and yet day after day, as the
inquiry proceeded, we had to keep on
asking for more and more papers. This
resulted in our eventually getting 58 files.

The Premier: You did not do badly.
You got a paper whiel 1 could not get,
which T was told had been lost vears ago.

Mr. GEORGE: Again there was the
question of the management agreement.
On this point I make a sirong complaint.
After we found that papers eame drib-
bling in little by liftle, I sent a letter
signed by myself personally to eaeh of
the Ministers drawing altention lo lhe
fact that the committee were at work and
required all the papers, and asking for
any other papers to he sent. The com-
miftee received various replies, which can
be seen on the file. After that, surely we
were enlitled to believe ihat we bad all
the papers. However, the management
agreement which is referred to came un-
der the purview of the commiktee in this
way: Mr. Sayer, in June. was asked io
eive his opinien, and did give his opinion,
wth regard to the drawing np of the
contraet wth Nevanas, and as to whether
Nevanas & Co., under their articles of
association, could or conld net enter into
such a contract. Mr. Sayer put on the
file this zide-note—
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This is assuming thai no manage-
ment agreement has been compleied.

Mr. Sayer in evidence told us that if the
management agreement had heen com-
pleted—he did not kmow of it—that
would alter the view he held as to Ne-
vanas & ('0.'s being able to enter into
the contraet.

The Minisier for Works: Would it be
an agreement before it was completed?

Mr, GEQORGE: I will say “the draft
agreement,” if the Minister likes.

The Minister for Works: That is
helter.

Mr. GEQRGE: The hon. gentleman is
catching at straws, I elaim that I am
dealing wilh that agreement under tbe
designation whieh is given to it by the
Solicitor General. Mr, Sayer refers to it
as the management agreement. Is it
worlll while for the sake of secoring a
small poinl o interrupt one in one’s
argament ?

The Minister for Works: Yes. There
is a difference between an agreement and
a draft agreement.

Mr. GEORGE: If T am sinning in
that respeet, I am sinning in company
with the Solicitor General, and am not
ashamed. Tf this agreement had been
completed, Mr. Sayer says, Nevanas &
Co. could have carried on the works, but
unless it was completed there was a doubt
on the point. Now, when did we get that
agreement? We asked for it and ap-
plied for it. Ministers stated, as the evi-
dence shows, that they did not know
where the agreeement was, that they
knew it waz not completed, but that they
did not know anything else about it. On
a Thuarsday the committee met and dis-
enssed their report and completed it. Al
that remained to he done was that a fair
copy shonld he made of the report so
that it eould he Anally read over at the
next meefing and then signed by the
Chairman. (n the following Friday I

believe all the members were out
of town. At all events, I was.
On my return, on the next Tues-
day, a meeting was held; and at

that meeting a letter was handed to us
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from the Premier’s office, signed by M.
Shapeott stating that while the Premier
.and he were in the East they re-
ceived a telegram stating Chat the select
committee desired to have the Nevanas
management agreement.  Mr. Shapeoit
stated that when he returned to this
State both he and the Premier were of
the opinion that we had this agreement.

The Premier: You had the file.

My. GEORGE: We had never had the
agreement, and we did not have the file.
The Premier's interjection confirms me
on the point that the committee did not
receive from Ministers and heads of de-
partments the assistanee {hey had a right
to expect in eonneelion with (his matier.

The Minisier for Works: You have
had everything that it is possible to give,

Mr. GEQORGE: We were eniitled to
have every paper in connection with the
matter; and, so far as the files are con-
cerned, let me refer the Premier to the
evidence of Mr. Shapeolt himself, who
stated that we had all the papers. That
wag before Mr. Shapcott went East. Mr.
Shapeott in his evidence also told us
that the Premier’s department did not
keep files. Yet we find that department
-do keep files,

The Premier: There are only justices
of the peace files in our department.
There is no record office.

Mr. GEORGE: Mr. Shapeott, in his
-evidence given before going East, stated
distinetly that we had all the papers.
Yet although we applied for the manage-
ment agreement, it is not until our
report is drawn up containing a drastic
clause that we cannot obtain the manage-
ment agreement, that that document turns
np,

The Premier: What do you mean by
that? I did not see your draft report.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier admits,
and Mr. Shapeott admits, that they
thought we had the file containing this
matter. We never have had that file
vet.

The Premier: That is an unfair state-
menf. T assumed it would he on a file

[ASSEMBLY.]

wherever it was drawn. There are uo
files kept in my department, but it hap-
pened that we had that one, and I dis-
covered it on my return.

Mr. GEORGE: I am of opinion that
the committee did not have the assist-
ance they had a right to expect from the
Ministers and heads of departmenis.
This Hounse agreed to the appointment
of the commiitee. The committee was
appomted with power to call for fles
and persons. and had the right te ex-
pect every assistance. The House itself
ean judge whether we had it. I do not
wish to contihme the matter any further.
I have stated my views pretty fully, and
I hope fairly, and I will conclude with
the fallowing motion—

That this House views with grave
concern the action of the Government in
entering indo  a  private arrangement
with Messrs. Nevanas & Co. for the
crection of [reezing works at Wynd-
ham, and a private arrangemeni fo
kand over to Nevanas & Co. the
management thereof for o term of
years; and is of opinion that the
evidence discloses through the negotia-
tions, contract and subseguent can-
rellation, a state of affairs which fs
subrersive of the principles of sound
government,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-TIvanhoe)} [4.47]: The leader
of the Opposition was counrteous enough
to advise me during the day that this
motion was to be submitted by the mem-
ber tor Murray-Wellington, and to give
me the wording of the motion. In his
letter he states—

As the motion has my approval and
support, I desire to give you this in-

“formation in order that you may take

such steps as you think necessary.

The siep I purpose taking is to treat
the motivn as one of wani of confidence
in the Government, and I propose to
move that the House at its rising
adjourn till Wednesday next. For the
moment. 1 move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Question passed.
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ADJOURNMENT, SPECIAL,

The PREMIER: I now move—

That the House at ils rising adjourn
Lill Wednesday, 10th November.
Question passed.

FILES AND PAPERS, WYNDHAM
FREEZING WORKS,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin--North-Bast Fremanile)
f4481: A lot of papers in eonpection
with the Wyndham freezing works were
placed on the Table of the House. In
additien a large number of papers that
came to hand sinee the contract was can-
celled were placed before the select com-
mittee. I have wanted some of those
papers, and I am informed that it is im-
possible to get them, because they are
under lock and key, because the chair-
man of the select committee is continu-
ally sitting on them.

AMr. George: Nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
is the proper place to raise this quesiion,
because the papers were placed on the
Table. Sewe of them are wanted in con-
neciion with the business we are carry-
ing on.  Moreover, I consider that, the
select commiltee having finished its lab-
ours and reported, those papers should
be returned to the Table, except those
actual business documents which, if mis-
laid, would cost the State thousands of
pounds. T ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
to give instructions ihat all the papers
originalty on the Table shall be refurned
there.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
{4.50]: The Minister is misinformed. T
have not heen sitting on the papers at
all, T have seen this file yesterday, and
again to-day; I have been asked by
various members for if, and I have told
them that they could see it, that I had
finished with it. The papers have heen
in the hands of Mr. Grant, the Clerk of
the Assembly and secretary of the com-
mittee. ever since the commitiee finished
with them. T do not know the proper
procedure to adopt in rezard te papers.
and I do not eare.

[80]
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M. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [4.51]:
Therc seems to be some misunderstand-
ing. After the committee completed its
inguiry the files used were left in the
hands of the secretary of the committee.
T know they have been in a tin trunk
in the room where we held onr inquiry,
and more recently bave been removed to
the Clerk’s office. They are there now;
1 looked through some of them to-day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
desire that all papers dealing with the
contract be placed on the Table, while
the other documents used by the commit-
tee, whiclh have not been on the Table,
should be returned to the office. Some of
them are of sufficient importance to war-
rant the utmost care.

Mr. George: Your office asked for the
Stolzenberg file this morning.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
had instruetions to return it immediately.

Myr. George: By 2.30 p.m., so that the
papers might he produced in the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister and the officers of the depart-
ment must have aceess to the files,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Certain
papers were placed on the Table. Ap-
parently other papers were presented
direct to (he committee from the depart-
ment, The same thing oecurred in con-
nection with the whaling select commit-
tee. Af that time, so as t¢ make the
papers available to members, the com-
mittee carried a resolution that I be
authorised to move that the remainder of
the papers be placed on the Table. This
was done, I think that as this later com-
mittee held papers which were not in the
custody of the House the same procedure
should be adopted. I snggest that the
Minister move that the whole of the
papers be placed on the Table.

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS :
Some of the documents banded over to
the committee are of very great import-
ance. and should be returned to the cus-
tody of the department. If the House
desires. T am willing to have copies made
of each of those and placed on the Table.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That
should be sufficient. Valuable documents
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should not be exposed to any risk of
loss, A copy of those valuable papers
will be sufficient, provided that any mem-
ber shall have tbe right to inspect the
original if he so desires.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: 1
move—

That all papers presented to the
select committee be laid upon the Table
of the House, in the form of copies
where considered desirable.

Question passed,

House adjourned at 4.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 10th November, 1915,
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Motion : Wyndhain Freezing Worn Contract.
Want of confidence ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Speaker: Copies of files and
papers called for by the Wyndham
Freezing Works select committee.

By the Premier: 1, State trading con-
cerns, progress of audit of aceounts for
year ended 30th June, 1915 (asked for
by Hon. ¥rank Wilson). 2, Returns
of receipts and expenditure under Gav-
ernment Railways Act for quarter ended
30th September, 1915, of (a) railways,
(b) Perth tramways. 3, Return of sal-
aries and other expenditure in connec-
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tion with Perth Public Library, Museum,
and Art Gallery (ordered on meotion by
Mr, Taylor}. 4, Government Savings
Bank, balance sheel and report for the
year ended 30th June, 1915.

By the Minister for Lands: Regula-
tions under the Stock Diseases Act.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-
laws of {a) Fremantle and (b} Geraldton
municipal couneils, and (¢) Albany and
(b} Perth roads boards. 2, Regulation
under the Health Aet (Form of annunal
statement of aceounts). 3, Plans sup-
plied by Nevanas & Co. for Wyndham
Freezing Works {original and amended).

QUESTION—STATE FISH SUPPLY.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Premier:
1, Has he noticed the report of an inter-
view with the Colonial Secretary, as pub-
lished in the West Australian of 30th
October last, wherein the Minister stated
that, in ecompliance with the unanimous
wish of the metropolitan members, he
would close down the State’s ecity fish-
stalls as from 1st December next? 2,
If so, is the attitude adopted by the Col-
onial Secretary with reference to the fish-
stalls to be the poliey of the Government
when members sirenuously oppose other
of the State’s losing enterprises? 3, Is
it a faet that the State’s fish enterprise
has resulted in a loss of heiween £600
and £700 during the last four months; if
not, what was the loss? 4, What was the
loss for the month of Qctober? 5, What
weight of fish has been condemned as un-
fit for consumption duoring the past four
months? 6, What was the eause of the
fish being condemned? 7, Is the loss in
the fish enterprise financially the prime
reason for the closing down of the city
fish-stalls?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
No; some trading enterprises have to be
considered from the standpoint of the
State generally, olhers have fo he eon-
sidered merely from the parochial as-
pect. In both cases the Government will
be prepared to abide by the respective
decisions of those who have a right to be
heard on such questions as may arise. 3,



